Page County Water Quality Advisory Committee

News and Events

Old Wells Sought for Study of Rare Creature
The Virginia Natural Heritage Program is sampling wells in Luray and Page County for crustaceans adapted for life in the valley's karst aquifer. Species they are looking for include the Luray Caverns Amphipod (Stygobromus pseudospinosus) and the Madison Cave Isopod (Antrolana lira).  

Ideally, wells will be out of use. It is best if they do not have pumps in them.  Old hand-dug wells, drilled wells, or hammered wells are all acceptable. Any sort of monitoring well is good, too. Also useful are any caves that reach groundwater.  I

If you have such a well or cave, or know of someone who does and would be willing to participate, please contact Wil Orndorff at 540-394-2552 or 540-230-5960, or email at Wil.Orndorff@dcr.virginia.gov.

The Luray Caverns Amphipod is known only in Page County, nowhere else on earth. The Madison Cave Isopod is probably in the area, but its presence needs to be confirmed.

Outreach Events Draw Crowds 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Shenandoah Basin Project and Hillsdale Fund, Page County has held three public outreach meetings.  Funding remains for future forums.  Contact us if you would like to suggest a topic.

Water Matters Column Launched (link to PDFs)
News about water resources – from the fish kills on the Shenandoah River to the best way to plant a wildlife and water quality buffer – will be featured in a series of columns this spring in the Page County News & Courier.

Sponsored by the Page County Water Quality Advisory Committee, the columns will be written by a variety of local and regional experts and will run in the paper about the middle of the month.

Ideas for the articles on water issues emerged at an event held by the Advisory Committee last fall at Compton Rapids on the South Fork of the Shenandoah River. Many of the nearly 100 Page County residents who attended the water celebration listed their questions and concerns about a range of water resource topics.

“We call the column ‘Water Matters’ because it’s not just something we can think about every once in a while,” said Advisory Committee member Dane Buse of Shenandoah. “Clean water is a basic right for all Page County residents and we need to be sure we care for this vital resource,” he added.
